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LOS ANGELES, Feb. 10 — On tbe 
sun-dappled campus of the U ni ve rsi t y 
of Southern California, the Vietnam 
War lam* was refought this week at an 
academic, confer ence with some of the 
aogar sod ooofixtlcQ tint gurv r nT Ti fUwl 
the war itself. 

The four-day m e etin g on the lessons 
of Vietnam eras supposed tq be a diaper 
skxiate analysis of die war. Id years 
after the signing of the Paris peace ac- 
cords and the withdrawal of the last 
American combat forces, in January 
1973. 

The 69 participants Included some of 
the beet-known Vietnam Journalists and 
antiwar activists, with a shrinking of 
former genemls and Government offi- 
cials. Among them were Frances Fitz- 
Gerald, author of the bestselling “Fixe 
in the Lake,” and Daniel Ellsherg, who 
says be gave the Pentagon Papers to 
TbeNewYarkTimee. ’ 

But instead tbs c o nfe rence was often 
emoti onal end eciiinonk)us» end the 
main lesson that emerged, was that 
"Vietnam is not over," in the word s of 
Daniel K. Wagoner, a former Army 
Ranger who served in Vietnam in 1869. 

< WQ1 Never Be Over* 

"Vietnam will never be over,** said 
Mr. Wagoner, who was angry that as a 
veteran be bad to pay to attend the con- 
ference and so, with a group of other 
veterans, used bis Ranger training to 
crash a dinner for the - participants. 

"Rangers don't die, they recan the val- 
ley of death,” Mr. Wagoner said in the 
macabre argot of Vietnam. 

The meetings, w hich were held in a 
densely packed campus theater and 
which ended last night, provided a 
forum tor people to bear witness to-tbe 
' wounds end divisiveness of the war. 

Journalists dashed with one another 
over how accurate their reporting of the 
war was. A former general contended 
that Washington ^**1 hamstrung the 
military by not giving it enough troops 
or authority to cot off North Vietnam- 
ese sanctuaries in Laos and Cambodia. 

Three former agents at the Central In- 
telligence Agency said they knew how 
the agency planted nuse monpatjaT 
with weti-tmown journalists to miMiwMT 

AmericanooiBlon about the war. ~~~ 

Vietnamese r ef ug ee s shouted at for- j 
mer- antiwar activists' sympathetic to 
Hanoi and asked why they did not show 
.as much concern tor the hundreds of 
thousands of people incarcerated by the 
Communists after the war and for the 
plight of the boat people. . 

Above all, dona of Vietnam veter- 
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sind ot he n la t hr ee pi e c e busi nes s suite, 
berated the Government, the press and 
the American public for Ignoring them. 

"If* too late to punish anybody for 
what happened, but we have got to’ 
make the Government do something to 
help these people," Nicholas Road, a 
former paratrooper with the 101st Air- 
borne Division, skid after a panel dis- 
cussion on ve teran s* problems. "I’m 
still trying to catch about 10 yean of my 
life that I lost after my 18th birthday. " 

Long lines formed after each panel 
discussion as members of the 
took over the microphone and delivered 
their own speeches, delaying some see- • 
sioa till midnight. 

"For tiie pest three days I*ve listened 
to some of the most self-righteous 
S.O.B.’steU us about bow they reported ' 
the war," said another veteran, Rick 
Berg. "We’ve been trying to talk for 
yean. But they’ve been talking torus. 
What Is this?’’ 

Among the scheduled speakers were 
Devid Halhentam, a former New York 
Dam co rres p ondent in Vietnam and 
author of "The Best and the Brightest" ; 
Harrison Salisbury, a 'former Times 
editor who was among the first report- 
en to Visit Hsnoi lathe war; Peter Ar- 
nett, who von two Pnlitzer Prizes while 
r epo r t i ng on Vietnam for The Associ- 
ated Press, and Mosley Safer of CBS 
News. 





